In the title compound, C 5 N 6 , all the atoms are approximately coplanar. In the crystal, molecules are packed with short contact distances of 2.885 (2) (between the diazo N atom connected to the ring and a cyano N atom on a neighboring molecule) and 3.012 (2) Å (between the terminal diazo N atom and an N atom of a neighboring imidazole ring).
For synthesis of the title compound, see : Lu & Just (2001) ; Sheppard & Webster (1973) . Few diazo-containing molecules have been isolated, and of these, only a small number have been examined by X-ray diffraction, see: Daidone et al. (2005) ; Dippold et al. (2012) . The majority of these compounds are found as diazonium ions, rather than the neutral diazo species, see: Bugg et al. (1964 (Bruker, 2009 ); cell refinement: APEX2 and SAINT (Bruker, 2009 ); data reduction: SAINT (Bruker, 2009) and XPREP (Bruker, 2008 ); program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXTL; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 2012) and Mercury (Macrae et al., 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: CHEMDRAW Ultra (Cambridge Soft, 2014) . 
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S1. Comment
Diazo moieties are ubiquitious in organic chemistry due to their ability to act as as outstanding leaving groups in substitution reactions. This same reactivity also leads to their instability, and most are prone to decomposition, often violently. For this reason, few diazo-containing molecules have been isolated, and of these, only a small number have been examined by X-ray diffraction [Daidone et al. (2005) , Dippold et al. (2012) ]. The majority of these compounds are found as diazonium ions, rather than the neutral diazo species [Bugg et al. (1964) ]. In contrast, the title compound has a neutral diazo moiety on C2 and is unusual in that it contains only carbon and nitrogen.
S2. Experimental
Caution! This compound can explode from slight friction, impact, or thermal shock. Although the explosion is not powerful, it is recommended that this material is only prepared in less than 5 gram quantities, handled wet, and not confined in any way.
The title compound was prepared by the literature method (Lu and Just, 2001 ). Crystals were obtained by slow evaporation of a dilute aqueous solution of the title compound.
S3. Refinement
The Flack parameter initially refined to 0.3 (5). Before the final refinement cycle, this parameter was reset to zero and the Friedel pairs merged.
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Figure 1
The molecular structure of the title compound (displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level). 
